
	  
	  
	  
	  

March	  27,	  2015	  
Representative	  Candice	  Miller	  
320	  Cannon	  House	  Office	  Building	  
Washington,	  DC	  20515	  
	  

Re:	  Letter	  of	  Support	  for	  Defending	  Our	  Great	  Lakes	  Act	  
	  
	  
Dear	  Representative	  Miller,	  
	  
This	  letter	  is	  written	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Illinois	  Chapter	  of	  the	  Sierra	  Club,	  a	  statewide	  
nonprofit	  organization	  representing	  nearly	  25,000	  members	  dedicated	  to	  the	  protection	  
and	  conservation	  of	  the	  Illinois	  environment.	  We	  write	  to	  thank	  you	  for	  your	  introduction	  
of	  H.R.	  1135,	  the	  Defending	  Our	  Great	  Lakes	  Act.	  We	  commend	  the	  Act’s	  recognition	  of	  the	  
need	  for	  swift	  short-‐term	  action	  to	  reduce	  the	  risk	  of	  inter-‐basin	  transfer	  of	  Asian	  carp	  and	  
other	  aquatic	  invasive	  species	  (AIS).	  We	  also	  see	  it	  as	  an	  important	  step	  towards	  securing	  a	  
long-‐term,	  permanent	  solution	  to	  the	  looming	  threat	  of	  new	  AIS	  introductions	  into	  the	  
Great	  Lakes	  and	  Mississippi	  River	  basins.	  	  We	  hope	  that	  with	  your	  leadership,	  we	  can	  help	  
build	  regional	  support	  for	  this	  bill	  and	  accompanying	  policies	  that	  will	  move	  us	  towards	  an	  
effective	  long-‐term	  solution.	  
	  
The	  Great	  Lakes	  and	  the	  Mississippi	  River	  basin	  are	  invaluable	  freshwater	  resources	  that	  
we	  often	  take	  for	  granted.	  They	  currently	  face	  numerous	  threats	  including	  nutrient	  
pollution,	  urban	  runoff	  and	  habitat	  destruction.	  We	  have	  the	  responsibility	  to	  do	  what	  we	  
can	  to	  reduce	  the	  risk	  of	  future	  challenges	  to	  these	  waters,	  including	  the	  introduction	  of	  
new	  AIS,	  which	  would	  have	  devastating	  impacts	  on	  the	  economy,	  recreation	  and	  
ecosystems	  that	  these	  waters	  support.	  Our	  efforts	  to	  prevent	  future	  challenges	  such	  as	  AIS	  
transfer	  should	  also	  be	  seen	  as	  an	  opportunity	  to	  tackle	  ongoing	  problems	  including	  
flooding,	  pollution	  and	  outdated	  water	  infrastructure.	  Investing	  in	  clean	  waterways	  and	  
healthy	  ecosystems	  is	  good	  for	  our	  economy	  and	  our	  communities.	  	  
	  
The	  Act’s	  call	  for	  swift	  action	  to	  implement	  short-‐term	  AIS	  risk	  reduction	  control	  
technologies	  is	  critical.	  We	  understand	  that	  the	  Brandon	  Road	  Lock	  and	  Dam	  site	  is	  a	  
sensible	  location	  for	  establishing	  a	  single	  point	  to	  control	  the	  one-‐way,	  upstream	  transfer	  
of	  AIS	  from	  the	  Mississippi	  River	  basin	  into	  the	  Great	  Lakes	  basin.	  We	  hope	  that	  the	  
knowledge	  gained	  from	  an	  investigation	  of	  these	  control	  technologies	  will	  help	  inform	  
future	  action	  against	  two-‐way	  AIS	  transfer	  between	  the	  two	  basins.	  With	  thirteen	  AIS	  at	  
high	  risk	  of	  transferring	  between	  the	  basins,	  we	  cannot	  pass	  up	  the	  opportunity	  to	  
maximize	  the	  effectiveness	  of	  this	  study	  by	  prioritizing	  measures	  that	  provide	  two-‐way	  
protection	  against	  AIS	  transfer.	  	  



	  
The	  provision	  in	  the	  Act	  that	  requires	  the	  investigation	  to	  consider	  strategies	  that	  minimize	  
the	  negative	  impact	  on	  the	  river	  ecosystem	  and	  desirable	  aquatic	  native	  species	  is	  crucial	  to	  
our	  organization	  and	  the	  members	  we	  represent.	  The	  Des	  Plaines	  River	  at	  this	  location	  
provides	  valuable	  habitat	  for	  native	  species,	  rare	  in	  this	  highly	  urbanized	  and	  
industrialized	  river,	  which	  cannot	  be	  sacrificed	  for	  the	  testing	  of	  control	  measures	  that	  may	  
or	  may	  not	  be	  effective.	  We	  are	  confident	  in	  the	  Army	  Corps’	  ability	  to	  identify	  the	  
measures	  that	  will	  be	  most	  effective	  and	  least	  harmful,	  and	  look	  forward	  to	  hearing	  their	  
findings.	  	  
 
We	  deeply	  appreciate	  all	  of	  the	  work	  that	  has	  gone	  into	  this	  bill,	  which	  is	  a	  firm	  step	  
towards	  protecting	  our	  invaluable	  freshwater	  resources	  from	  the	  introduction	  of	  AIS.	  We	  
are	  also	  grateful	  for	  your	  efforts	  to	  build	  broad	  support	  for	  the	  bill	  among	  stakeholders	  and	  
legislators	  and	  stand	  ready	  to	  help	  in	  this	  effort.	  We	  encourage	  you	  to	  coordinate	  with	  
delegations	  from	  other	  states,	  particularly	  Illinois,	  in	  order	  to	  secure	  co-‐sponsorship	  and	  
move	  this	  bill	  through	  Congress.	  We	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  you	  to	  help	  protect	  the	  
Great	  Lakes	  and	  Mississippi	  River	  basins.	  
	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
	  

 
 
Katrina Phillips 
Clean Water Organizer 
Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter 
	  


