MICHIGAN TROUT UNLIMITED

March 12, 2015

To:
The Honorable Representative Candice Miller, &
The Honorable Senator Debbie Stabenow,

Regarding: The Defending Our Great Lakes Act of 2015 Support

Michigan Trout Unlimited is the state council of all TU members and local Michigan Chapters in the Great State of
Michigan. We currently have approximately 7,200 active members in our state, and 19 local chapters. Our mission is to
conserve, protect and restore Michigan’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds. Michigan is truly blessed to have an
abundance of high quality and unique aquatic resources, and fisheries that are the envy of every state between Alaska
and Florida. Improving these, and protecting them as our assets, is critical to Michigan citizens’ way of life, quality of
life, and economy.

Michigan Trout Unlimited is writing you today, to express our support for the “Defending Our Great Lakes Act of 2015”.
Our members and citizens of Michigan are poised to suffer profoundly from the introduction of Asian Carp and other
invasive species into our waters. If these fish are allowed to invade, our Michigan-based 4 billion dollar per year
fisheries will be in severe jeopardy, with cascading economic hardships for hundreds of thousands of people. We've all
been frustrated over the past few years, as the complexity of addressing this threat has slowed identification and
implementation of a solution. However, throughout that, we’ve taken pride, as we do know, in seeing the leadership
demonstrated by our Michigan elected officials, in pushing for action. We appreciate this leadership you are
demonstrating now, and fully support this legislative effort, referred to as the Defending Our Great Lakes Act of 2015.

Thank you for introducing this bill, and for your work to ensure its success, and speedy implementation. If we can be of
assistance towards this, we are at your service. Thank you.

Respectfully,

Ll

Dr. Bryan Burroughs

517-599-5238
bryanburroughs@michigantu.org
P.O. Box 442, Dewitt, M| 48820-8820
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